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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2024 | 10:00 AM 

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God’s grace 

through Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel. 

 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 



 

WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the 

Spirit’s loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal. 

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with 

your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It 

is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner 

of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office.  

RECONCILING in CHRIST 

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul’s message to the Galatians (3:28): 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ, 

and created in God’s image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into 

the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing 

diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities, sexual orientations, 

and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking 

down dividing walls and building a community where all are beloved. 

FOR PASTORAL CARE 

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay’s schedule is noted in the calendar on 

the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com 

(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles 

answering machine 804-693-9098. 

PRAYGROUND 

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families 

and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things: 

1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the 

pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome! 

NAME TAGS 

Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship 

today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews. 



 

GATHERING 
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares food with 

the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s 

gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his suffering, death, 

and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 

 

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER 
Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 

treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and 

our joy. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 

us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 

deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant 

rivers. The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led 

the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert 

pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 



 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of 

your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living 

water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

GATHERING HYMN  ELW #377 
“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 
Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW #394 
Hail Thee Festival Day, Verse 1 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to 

be your children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

  



 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Sit 

FIRST READING  ACTS 3:12-19 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises 

to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, 

God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 

stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his 

servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 

decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 

murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. 

To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man 

strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this 

perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this 

way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would 

suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

Response after the First Reading 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  



 

PSALM  PSALM 4 

 

 1Answer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause; 

  you set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and | hear my prayer. 

 2“You mortals, how long will you dishon- | or my glory; 

  how long will you love illusions and seek | after lies?” 

 3Know that the Lord does wonders | for the faithful; 

  the Lord will hear me | when I call. 

 4Tremble, then, and | do not sin; 

  speak to your heart in silence up- | on your bed. R 

 

 5Offer the appointed | sacrifices, 

  and put your trust | in the Lord. 

 6Many are saying, “Who will show us | any good?” 

  Let the light of your face shine upon | us, O Lord. 

 7You have put gladness | in my heart, 

  more than when grain and | wine abound. 

 8In peace, I will lie | down and sleep; 

  for you alone, O Lord, make me | rest secure. R 

  



 

SECOND READING  1 JOHN 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details 

of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our 

sins. 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 

what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, 

we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is 

this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have 

this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he 

was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; 

no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Response after the Second Reading 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

  



 

The gospel is announced. 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 24th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL  LUKE 24:36B-48 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to 

understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a 

mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They 

were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, 

“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and 

my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones 

as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 

anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their 

presence. 

 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

SERMON  PASTOR JAY SERAFIN 

Silence is kept after the reflection. 

  



 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #361 
“The Day of Resurrection!” 

 

  



 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which 

we respond And also with you. 

 

 

 

 



 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Sit 

OFFERING  CHOIR ANTHEM 
We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. To give 

online: 

 Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions 

 From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453 

 

DOXOLOGY  ELW #884 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551, ed. Louis Bourgeois; 

setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

OLD HUNDREDTH 

Psalm 150; Is. 6:1–4; Rev. 4:8 

 



 

 

Please rise in body or in spirit 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we 

offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface. 

… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

The thanksgiving continues. 

… we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

The great thanksgiving concludes. 

… we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at 

God’s table. 

 

Sit 

COMMUNION 
All are invited to join us at the Lord’s table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and 

wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away. 

You will be invited to come forward either to receive the elements or to receive a blessing. For 

those receiving the elements, after receiving the bread, please take a glass from the tray held by 

the acolyte. There are pre-filled glasses of grape juice in the tray for those who do not drink wine. 

Gluten free wafers are also available upon request. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

  



 

 

HYMN DURING COMMUNION  ELW #522 
“As We Gather at Your Table” 

 
  



 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished 

us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world. 

BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

SENDING HYMN  ELW #366 
“The Strife Is O’er; the Battle Done” 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 

********* 



 

 

 WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Serving Today Serving Next Week 

Worship Leader    Pastor Jay Serafin   Pastor Jay Serafin 

Lay Assisting Minister   David Leunig   Sue Turner 

Lector   Christina Badger   Chase Ambrose 

Acolyte   Reagan Jay   Chase Ambrose 

Accompanist    Janet Gomez   Janet Gomez 

Altar Care   Christina Badger   Janet Gomez 

Choir Director   Sue Turner 

Communion Bread   Janet Gomez   Betsy Lilejberg 

Greeter/Usher   Cynthia Lowe   Betsy Lilejberg 

Technology   Jason Lowe   Doug Dalager 

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK 
 Serving This Week Serving Next Week 

Cleaning Team    Gomez/Grimes   Liljebergs 

Tellers    Barbara Runk/Chris Hawkins   Ben Grimes/Don Garfield 

Fellowship Set Up    Jennie Hawkins   Janet Gomez 

Fellowship Food   Nancy Wagner/Scholzs   Janet Gomez/Betsy Liljeberg 

Fellowship Clean Up    The Badgers   Barbara Runk/Donna Ambrose 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO … 

Vanessa Fry for playing the flute for the choir anthem today!! 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

First Reading: Acts 4:5-12 
Salvation in the name of Jesus 

Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:16-24 
Love in truth and action 

Gospel: John 10:11-18 

Chris the shepherd 
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY 
Faith-Sustaining Patterns in a World of Stock-Piles 

Faith cannot be stockpiled. It needs a pattern of replenishment. Today, the disciples are 

hungry. While their stomachs may not be rumbling, their hunger is shown in their lack of 

certainty about who Jesus is. Even though they were just talking about how Jesus walked 

with two of them on the road to Emmaus, his real presence now frightens them. Doubt, 

disbelief, and fear are like hunger to the disciples. 

Jesus relieves the hunger with his risen presence. When the disciples are unsure what to 

make of the mess that life has become, Jesus shows up. When their hunger for truth and 

certainty is most apparent, Jesus walks into the room. The answer to someone’s hunger is 

not to ask why they are hungry. Nor is the answer to doubt a question about why they 

cannot believe. The answer is food. The answer is the real Jesus showing up and easing 

fears. Everyone’s faith needs sustenance. Those who listen to the preacher and gather at the 

table today are looking for the God of truth and love to settle their doubts. 

Even though Jesus’ disciples had been speaking about his appearance to two of them on the 

road to Emmaus just verses earlier, Jesus does not become agitated at the fact that the 

disciples are afraid of him. Jesus expects the fears and the doubts about his presence in the 

room. He knows that one post-resurrection appearance to them will never be enough. There 

will need to be more appearances to sustain the faith of generations of disciples! 

The appearances become a pattern, with Jesus entering into the lives of his disciples, eating 

with them and teaching them. Finally, Jesus sends the disciples out as witnesses. Today the 

witnesses come back into the pattern of Jesus’ appearance to remember what was 

witnessed—so that their own testimony of a Savior who sets their fears at ease will also ease 

the doubts and fears of other hearers. 

Jesus reaches for the outsider and restores Thomas to his place in the community. 
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 PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Rich Bitting, Eddie Freeman, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Ellen Quirk, Michael 

Schlemmer, Keith & Juanita Sturdy, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, Jerry & Lena 

Woodlief 

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

The Anby Family, Patricia Armentor, family of Sharon Bagley (friends of Judy Wright), Paul 

Bauer, Darlene Bayline, Karen Bell (Pam Moore’s sister), Bob and Dixie, Calli Bonfey, 

Patricia Boyd & Brad Zelmer, David Brown, Sally Burkholder, Amy Carter, the Clements 

family, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Family of Kimberly Conine, Ben Davis (friend of 

Donna Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Mary Divelbiss, Colton Elliot (Michael 

Schlemmer’s cousin), Emily, Sara Falk, Laura Fleige (Janet Gomez’s sister), Teresa 

Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid Peterson’s mother),  Suzanne Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita 

Sturdy’s grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris Hawkins’ family),  Shirley Grimes (Ben Grimes’ 

mother), Karen Guire, Mike Hall, Melvin Hawkins (Chris Hawkins’ father), Chaneice 

Hayden (Daniel Hayden), Rosie Heins, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Adam Hewko (nephew of the 

Hansons), Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray Scholz), Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), the 

Little Family, Marion Lucier, Lotte Mathias, Wayne Mathews,  Michael, Sylvia Midgette 

(grandmother of Krystle McMahan), Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Carol Pascale (Lynn 

Jaeger’s mother), Brad Person (Lilly Frost’s uncle), Dick Peterson & his brother, Joan Ritter, 

Glen Robertson, Carol Schlemmer, James Schollian (friend of Nancy Wagner), Michael Scholz 

(nephew of Ray Scholz), Scott, Erin Seamonson (Lara Jaeger), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay’s 

father), Kathy Shackleford, Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Susie, Dave Wagner 

(husband of Nancy), Cathy Walker (friend of Linda Hodges), Jake McWaters (son of Teresa & Dan 

Grantham), Chuck Webb (Tina Britt’s father), Makenzie Webb (niece of Tina Britt), Elizabeth & 

Steven White, Kitty Witty, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy Wright’s husband), Logan and 

Shannon Wymer, Greg Yvonovich (friend of Margaret & Ben Grimes), Derek Zwiers (friend of 

CK Ambrose) 

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 
Amayra, Hugolino and Manuela 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests 

you have for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the 

offering plate to add a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the 

newsletter. Please print legibly! 



 

The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com) copyright © 

2024 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SB149450. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-

717259. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES 
APRIL 14, 2024 – APRIL 21, 2024 

TODAY 10:00 AM Worship Service 

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 

Medical Mission Team Returns From Guatemala 

MONDAY 4:00 PM – 8:00 PM Pastor Jay in the Office 

 7:00 PM Congregation Council Meeting 

 7:00 PM AA 

TUESDAY 7:00 PM Al-Anon/AA 

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM Pastor Jay in the Office 

FRIDAY  Girl Scouts 

SATURDAY 6:00 PM Young and Sober 

SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship Service – 

 World Hunger Sunday 

11:00 AM Fellowship 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO … 

Jamie Serafin – April 18th | Marina Allen – April 19th | Shawn Anby – April 21st 

 

THE BULLETIN TODAY IS SPONSORED BY. . . 

Don and Jane Garfield in honor of their granddaughter, 

Ashley AL. Dektor’s, 35th birthday on April 16th. 


