Worship in the Park Liturgy

Hymn - “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” - ELW No. 335 (see back page)

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God's mercy, let us confess our sin
in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people.

We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others.

We turn away from the poor.

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins.
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost

and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful.
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.
You who were lost have been found.

In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,

and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun,
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage, he
lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by following
other gods.

>“See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. '°If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that | am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God,
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and
become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to

possess. '’ But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other
gods and serve them, '®1 declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the
land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. '’ | call heaven and earth to witness against
you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, “°loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means
life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

Psalm: Psalm 1
"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats ! of the scornful!
’Their delight is in the law ! of the LoRrb,
and they meditate on God's teaching | day and night. R
*They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that | do not
wither;
everything they ! do shall prosper.
“It is not so | with the wicked:;
they are like chaff which the wind ! blows away.
> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when ! judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council ! of the righteous.
°For the LorD knows the way ! of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R

Gospel: Luke 14:25-33

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that
completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

*>Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, **“Whoever comes to
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself,
cannot be my disciple. ?”Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. % For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he



has enough to complete it? ° Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, * saying, This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ *' Or what
king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able
with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 3?If he cannot,
then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. **So
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

Sermon
Hymn - “The Old Rugged Cross” (see back page)

Apostle’s Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you.

MEAL

Offering
(Offering brought forward in silence)

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Communion

Prayer after Communion

O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do
good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Blessing

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry, who sets the
prisoners free, + bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn - “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” - ELW No. 818 (see back page)
Dismissal

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.

Thanks be to God.

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross

1 Je - sus, keep me near the cross, there’s a pre -cious foun - tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling  soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the crosst O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing  ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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Refrain

In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till  my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er.
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Text; Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915



Refrain:

So I'll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last | lay down;

I will cling to the old rugged cross,
and exchange it some day for a crown.
2 O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, has a wondrous attraction for me;
for the dear Lamb of God left his glory above
to bear it to dark Calvary. [Refrain]
3 In that old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, a wondrous beauty | see,

for 'twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, to pardon and sanctify me. [Refrain]
4 To that old rugged cross | will ever be true,
its shame and reproach gladly bear;
then he'll call me some day to my home far away,
where his glory forever I'll share. [Refrain]

The Old Rugged Cross
1 On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross,
the emblem of suffering and shame;
and | love that old cross where the dearest and best for a world of lost sinners was slain.

O Master, Let Me Walk with You
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1 O Mas - ter, let me walk  with  you in low - ly
2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
3 Teach me your pa - tience; share with me a clos - er,
4 In  hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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paths  of ser - vice true; tell me your se - cret;
win - ning word of love; teach me the way - ward
dear - er com - pa - ny, in work that keeps faith
fu - ture’s broad - 'ning  way, in peace that on - ly
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help me bear the strain of  toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can  give; with you, O Mas - ter, let me live.

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898




