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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Parables of the reign of heaven (Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52) 

SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2026 | 10:00 AM 

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God’s grace through 

Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel. 

 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 



 

WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the Spirit’s 

loving presence as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal. 

If this is your first time worshipping with us, please fill out a card in the pew rack with 

your contact info. A restroom can be found by exiting the rear door of the worship space. It 

is directly in front of you to the right. Additional restrooms can be found in the back corner 

of the fellowship area, near the Pastor’s office. 

RECONCILING in CHRIST 

We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul’s message to the Galatians (3:28): 

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 

female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that because we are all one in Christ, 

and created in God’s image, all are welcome as beloved children of God. We welcome into 

the full life of the church all those whom God sends us. Rejoicing in God’s amazing 

diversity, we welcome people of all ages, races, gender identities and expressions, 

sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities. Centered in Christ, we commit 

ourselves to racial equity, breaking down dividing walls and building a community where all 

are beloved. 

FOR PASTORAL CARE 

The Reverend Jay Serafin is our pastor. Pastor Jay’s schedule is noted in the calendar on 

the back of this bulletin. Call Pastor Jay at 570-205-7506 or email him at j80j84@msn.com 

(preferred) or pastor.apostles@gmail.com. Messages can also be left on the Apostles 

answering machine 804-693-9098. 

PRAYGROUND 

Welcome to our youngest members! The area in the front of our sanctuary is for families 

and young children. There are quiet toys, books and drawing materials. We ask two things: 

1) sit in the front pews near your children and 2) please sit with your children in the 

pews during the sermon. They may return immediately after. Thank you and welcome! 

NAME TAGS 
Please wear your nametag! Guests: please fill out and put on a name tag before worship 

today. Blank nametags are in the baskets located in the pews. 
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GATHERING 
As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s 

gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a 

sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great 

catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first! 

 

PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER   
Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest 

treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please rise in body or in spirit. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest 

in God’s love. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW #793 
“Be Thou My Vision” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your 

Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 

wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Sit 

FIRST READING 1 KINGS 3:5-12 

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what 

he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 

5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 

should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 

servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and 

in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love 

and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O LORD my God, you have 

made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not 

know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 

have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give your 

servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 

good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 

  10 It pleased the LORD that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have 

asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies 

but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to 

your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before 

you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” 

Response after the First Reading 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  PSALM 119:129-136 

 129 Your de- | crees are wonderful; 

  therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 

 130 When your word is opened | it gives light; 

  it gives understanding | to the simple. 

 131 I open my | mouth and pant 

  because I long for | your commandments. 

 132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 

  as you always do to those who | love your name. R 

 133 Order my footsteps | in your word; 

  let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 

 134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 

  and I will keep | your commandments. 

 135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant 

  and teach | me your statutes. 

 136 My eyes shed | streams of tears, 

  because people do not | keep your teaching. R 

SECOND READING  ROMANS 8:26-39 

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the 

activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, 

not even death itself, is able to separate us from such incredible divine love. 

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that 

very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 

the will of God. 

  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 

family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 

justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He 

who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also 

give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
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justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at 

the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or 

sword? 36 As it is written, 

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Response after the Second Reading 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise in body or in spirit. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

The gospel is announced. 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

All are invited to make a small cross over your forehead, lips, and chest, inviting Jesus the Word 

into your heart, mind, and speech. 
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GOSPEL  MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of 

heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this 

announcement for people’s lives. 

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when 

it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come 

and make nests in its branches.” 

  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 

and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 

reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding 

one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 

of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 

baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out 

and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a 

household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

The gospel concludes: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

SERMON  PASTOR JAY SERAFIN 

Silence is kept after the reflection. 
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Please rise in body or in spirit. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ACS #1047 
“What Is the World Like” 
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APOSTLES CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all of creation. 

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 

cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

We share a sign of Peace with our neighbors saying Peace be with you to which we respond 

And also with you. Please know that it is fine if you do not want to shake hands but would rather 

just share a sign of peace. 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Sit 

OFFERING   

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

To give online: 

 Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions 

 From your mobile phone, text the word GIVE to 844-215-5453 

OFFERTORY HYMN  ELW #186 
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Please rise in body or in spirit 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take 

heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 

abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… with every breath. 

We praise you, O God. 
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The great thanksgiving continues. 

… into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

The great thanksgiving continues. 

… we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

The great thanksgiving concludes. 

… Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 

in your church, without end. 

Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

 

Sit 

COMMUNION 
All are invited to join us at the Lord’s table to receive the presence of Jesus through the bread and 

wine. Jesus himself invites you and Jesus turns no one away. 

You will be invited to come forward either to receive the elements or to receive a blessing. For 

those receiving the elements, after receiving the bread, please take a glass from the tray held by 

the acolyte. There are pre-filled glasses of grape juice in the tray for those who do not drink wine. 

Gluten free wafers are also available upon request. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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HYMN DURING COMMUNION  ELW #705 
“God of Grace and God of Glory” 

 

 

 

 

After all have returned to their places, all rise in body or in spirit. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 

in his grace. 

Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy 

meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission back into the world. 

BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and 

always. 

Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW #775 
“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE 

********* 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 Serving Today Serving Next Week 

Worship Leader/Preacher   Pastor Jay Serafin   Pastor Jay Serafin 

Lay Assisting Minister   Linda Hodges   Irene Albert 

Lector   Judy Wright   Irene Albert 

Acolyte   Chase Ambrose   David Muse 

Accompanist    Janet Gomez   Janet Gomez 

Altar Care   Janet Gomez   Alberts 

Communion Bread   Janet Gomez   Alberts 

Greeter/Usher   Judy Wright   Heinz Albert 

Technology   Chris Hawkins   Jason Lowe 

SERVANTS FOR THE WEEK 
 Serving This Week Serving Next Week 

Cleaning Team    Gomezs   Alberts/Runk 

Tellers    Chris Hawkins/Daniel Gomez   Barbara Runk/Linda Hodges 

Fellowship Set Up    Jennie Hawkins   Caring Community 

Fellowship Food    Janet Gomez   Alberts 

Fellowship Clean Up    Donna Ambrose/Barbara Runk   Barbara Runk 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5 
Eat and drink that which truly satisfies 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of 

every living thing. 

Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5 

The glory of God’s people Israel 

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 

Christ feeding five thousand 
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY 

A string of parables describe the kingdom of heaven, and then we hear Jesus’ 

question: “Have you understood all this?” The mustard seed, yeast, hidden 

treasure, pearls—these bring good news of growth and joy and riches. Then 

come the fish, the furnace of fire, and the weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Once again this week we hear of a God of mercy and justice. Once again 

there is good news to be heard in Paul’s letter to the church at Rome—

nothing will ever separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus. How will we 

reconcile these two images of God? 

“Kingdoms” are not common in our world. When most of us think about 

kingdoms, we call up images of British or other royalty—jeweled crowns, a 

palace. At the time the Gospel of Matthew was written, the people were 

subject to the empire, or kingdom, of Rome. Perhaps the writer wants us to 

contrast the oppressive rule of Rome with a vision of heaven’s kingdom of 

love and mercy. The translation of the Greek basileia, a feminine word 

usually rendered in English as “kingdom,” is difficult. The writer of Matthew 

may have used the expression “kingdom of heaven” instead of “kingdom of 

God” in order not to offend Jewish Christ-believers who honored the word 

for God by avoiding its use. 

King Solomon asks God for the wisdom to discern between good and evil, for 

the understanding to live out both justice and mercy as a ruler of God’s 

people. God was pleased with Solomon’s request. The wisdom Solomon 

seeks to rule his earthly kingdom reflects the wisdom of the kingdom of 

heaven. King Solomon was variously successful in his discernment of good 

and evil, as are we. 
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IMAGES IN THE READINGS 

The parables are full of images that raise many questions. The mustard 

seed actually grows into a straggly annual bush, not the monumental tree of life 

(see for example Ezekiel 31:2-9) that is paradoxically evoked in the opening 

parable. In Jewish religious symbolism, the preferred sex is the man, the holy 

minister is a priest, and the holy bread is unleavened; yet in the parable the 

woman adds leaven to three measures of flour. The man sells “all that he has” to 

gain a treasure, and we think of Solomon’s dream, for whom the preferred 

treasure was wisdom that comes only from God. The net that catches all kinds 

of fish is a commonplace symbol for the church. Yet by “the kingdom of heaven” 

Matthew does not mean merely “the church.” The first reading is one of the 

several biblical tales about the wisdom of Solomon, a phrase come into our 

language to signify immense and deep understanding. According to the 

monarchical myths of the ancient Near East, the king was anointed by God, next 

in power to God, God’s servant, even God’s son. Yet the later stories in 2 Kings 

describe Solomon as having been as prone to foolishness and error as any other 

king, as having given in to many temptations that separated him from the love 

of God. For Christians, Christ himself is wisdom. 

A HYMN FOR THE DAY 

Our closing hymns is “Jesus, priceless treasure.” Using some of the imagery 

of today’s gospel, such as a treasure that is priceless, the author Johann 

Franck adds his own image of the merciful domain of God: God is lover, for 

whom we are thirsting, in whose arm we rest. Such erotic religious imagery 

was more common in its time, 1653, than it is for some Christians in the 

present time.  

AGAPE WORSHIP – SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH 

We will have an agape worship service on Sunday, August 9th. It will be held in the 

fellowship hall – please bring a brunch dish to share. 
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Rich Bitting, Manning Freeman, Don Garfield, Heidi Henderson, 

Ellen Kendzierski, Doug Leip, Cyndi Lowe, Ellen Quirk, Michael Schlemmer, Ray Scholz, 

Keith & Juanita Sturdy, George Thomas, Jewel Thomas, and Lena Woodlief 

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

Patricia Armentor (mother of Arlene, Executive Director of Gloucester Mathews Care Clinic), 

Paul Bauer, Karen Bell (Pam Moore’s sister), Bob & Dixie, Calli Bonfey, Patricia Boyd & 

Brad Zelmer, Amanda Brown, David Brown, Dennis & Dorothy Brown, Sally Burkholder, 

Juan Carlos, Amy Carter, Laura Clodfelter, Jackie Collier, Ben Davis (friend of Donna 

Ambrose), Tommy & Kathie Davis, Jenny DeSha,  Linda Edwards, Colton Elliot (Michael 

Schlemmer’s cousin), Teresa Floersheim-Miller (Ingrid Peterson’s mother), 

Suzanne & Frank Gibson, Steven Godwin (Juanita Sturdy’s grandson), Jimmy & Fay Gray (Chris 

Hawkins’ family), Carl Greene, Karen Guire, Melvin Hawkins (Chris Hawkins’ father), 

Chaneice & Daniel Hayden, Rosie Heins, Carl & Kaleb Hess, Aris Hibbs (friend of Ray 

Scholz), Ray Hughes, Suzanne Kinkade (friend of Ellen Quirk), Terri Larsen, Marion Lucier, 

Wayne Mathews, Wayne McCormick, Sylvia Midgette (Krystle McMahan’s grandmother), 

Debbie Minteins, Keith Morgan, Gary Mowery, Jamie Mullaney, Carol Pascale (Lynn 

Jaeger’s mother), Chastity Perkins (co-worker and friend of Donna Ambrose), Brad Person (Lilly 

Frost’s uncle), Dick Peterson & his brother, the Prusa Family, Joan Ritter, 

Glen Robertson, Pastor Wendy Roundy, Carol Schlemmer, Daniel Schmidt, Michael Scholz 

(Ray Scholz’s nephew), Joseph Serafin (Pastor Jay’s father), Kathy Shackleford, 

Elana Sierson, Fred Smith, Tammy Smith, Jean Sterling, Skye Sulton, Marier Upshrie,  

Keegan Walls, Williams Walters, Chuck Webb (Tina Britt’s father), Makenzie Webb (Tina Britt’s 

niece), Elizabeth & Steven White, Vicki Williams, Cory Woodlief, Jim Wright (Judy Wright’s 

husband), Logan & Shannon Wymer, Derek Zwiers (friend of CK Ambrose) 

OUR SPONSORED CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA 

Amayra, Hugolino, Manuela, and Pablo 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

There is a book located at the rear of the worship space for you to write any prayer requests you have 

for today. Fill out a “Prayer Request” (on the back of each pew) and place it in the offering plate to add 

a prayer request to the “Prayer List” included in the bulletin and the newsletter. Please print legibly! 
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THIS WEEK AT APOSTLES 

JULY 26, 2026 – AUGUST 2, 2026 

TODAY 10:00 AM Worship Service 

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 

MONDAY 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Pastor Jay in the Office 

6:00 PM AA 

7:00 PM Service and Sharing Ministry Team 

TUESDAY 6:00 PM Al-Anon/AA                                    

7:00 PM Service and Sharing Ministry Team 

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Pastor Jay in the Office 

12:00 PM Worship Ministry Team 

FRIDAY  Girl Scouts 

SATURDAY 5:30 PM Young and Sober 

SUNDAY 10:00 AM Worship Service 

11:00 AM Coffee Fellowship 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO KEITH STURDY ON AUGUST 2ND 

 


